News April 2009
FLUTe received the NGWA Technology award for 2008!
The recognition from such a well respected organization was a happy event for the FLUTe employees.  We appreciate the opportunity to serve the ground water industry and environmental community.  This last year saw many refinements in our methods and four patent applications for new techniques.

FLUTe has opened an East Coast Office 

In May 2008, FLUTe opened its East Coast office in Warminster, PA to better serve a large customer base in the nearby states.  We are pleased to announce that Ryan McKinney is our new office manager.  He started fully familiar with environmental field work and is already well trained in FLUTe installation methods.  With this East Coast office, we are providing faster and easier service to the surrounding area customers for both rental equipment and field installations.   Note new job openings under “Newsletter”/employment opportunities.

Price changes

Prices for our materials increased and so did some of our liner prices, but our vadose multi level sampling system prices have been reduced due to the separation of our sand filled systems from our air filled systems.  We also have an economical version of the Water FLUTe system that is well suited for municipal water supply applications where there is a primary interest in the head and flow characteristics and less concern about part per billion frequent water sampling.  The primary difference is the use of LDPE tubing instead of PVDF and a simplified sample pumping system which allows head measurements inside the pump without purging the pump.  The downside is that it takes more time to collect water samples.  Our normal Water FLUTe system, with the refinements of 2008 to assure even better samples under adverse conditions, is still the system of choice for contaminated ground water investigations.

Growing Experience Base

FLUTe now has installations in 44 of the 50 states plus Canada, Japan, Australia, South Africa, Denmark, France, UK, Spain and now Puerto Rico.
Blank Liner Installation instruction

FLUTe has a new DVD that teaches the installation procedure for blank liners.  We also have some new journal publications on the Water FLUTe and, soon perhaps, on the hydraulic conductivity profiling technique.  New guidelines are also available on the installation head and removal tensions for blank liners.  If you drive them too hard, you can damage the blank liners.

The Trio –a common combo

The “Trio” of 1) the blank sealing liner, 2) the hydraulic conductivity profile measurement while installing the blank liner, and 3) the Water FLUTe multi level system is now our most common request for quotes.  It makes good sense.  For more information, see under the “publications” button the subject “FLUTe trio summary”.
New and Improved Web site

We are upgrading our website after about 3-4 years and have enjoyed adding the fact that many methods formerly described as new and in testing are now real, well tested, and working nicely.  An outstanding example is our hydraulic conductivity profiling technique with over 150 boreholes profiled now and many more each month.  We also have many publications in the last couple of years describing that experience.

FLUTe is growing

We are expanding our facilities to accommodate the growing orders for flexible liner systems.  We plan to add 50% more floor space to the Santa Fe facility and our Albuquerque facility is already three times it original size.  

